
The Stern Family Summer Project, now in its 14th year, is made possible by 
the generous support of long-time Holland & Hart client and Holland & Hart 
Foundation donor, the Stern family. This project encourages the daughters, 
sons, nieces, nephews, and grandchildren of attorneys and staff  at Holland & 
Hart to learn about the value of philanthropy and volunteerism from an early 
age, and also helps benefi t the organizations that are selected by the kids 
who participate.

To participate, a child needs to volunteer or, if too young to volunteer, to visit 
an organization of that child’s choosing. After volunteering or visiting, the child 
writes a letter or submits a drawing to the Holland & Hart Foundation telling 
us about the experience. A donation is then made directly from the Holland & 
Hart Foundation to the organization in the name of the child.

This year, 38 children with connections to the fi rm’s Boise, Cheyenne, and 
Denver offi  ces volunteered or visited an organization of their choice, and a 
signifi cant donation was made to 11 diff erent organizations on behalf of the 
Stern Family.

Please take a moment to enjoy these children’s experiences through the 
attached letters, drawings, and photos.

Ashley Wald
President, HHF

2019 STERN FAMILY
SUMMER PROJECT
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Hailey Jones and Samantha Hurley - Idaho Food Bank – Empty Bowl Project

2019 STERN FAMILYSUMMER PROJECT 
BOISE

‘’’’’’’’’’EMPTY BOWLS   By Hailey Jones and Samantha Hurley  

 

 

We decided to do our Stern Family project to benefit the Idaho Food Bank, and its Empty Bowl Project. 
Here’s how it works.   

1. People paint and donate ceramic bowls to the Empty Bowl project. 
2. The community can buy a bowl on a summer day, and get free ice cream. 
3. The community can buy a bowl after Thanksgiving and get free soup.  
4. All the money donated for empty bowls goes to the Food Bank. 
5. Each empty bowl costs $10.00 or more.  Every $1.00 donated helps buy 5 meals!  
6. The meals help feed people in Idaho who cannot buy enough food for their families.  

  

 

 

In July, Hailey and Sam, and their Moms and Grandma, each picked out a bowl from all the choices on 
the first picture.  We got a free bowl of ice cream with them!  Here are the bowls we got.  The money 
we paid for the bowls goes to the Idaho Food Bank.  

 

Miss Idaho was at the Empty Bowl event.  We got our picture taken with her!  She was nice. 

  

The next step in our project was to paint bowls for the Thanksgiving Empty Bowl event.  We went to 
Ceramica and picked out blank ceramic bowls.  Then we picked colors of paint for our bowls.  We 
painted them – they turned out great!  We left them with Ceramica for glazing and firing.  Ceramica will 
save our bowls (with many others) for the Empty Bowl soup event.  I hope someone likes our bowls and 
will buy them then!  

 

  

The final step in our project was to visit the Idaho Food Bank.  We wanted to see where all the food goes 
and what they do with it.  A nice guy named Jay gave us a tour.  We saw lots of large boxes of food, and 
bins of potatoes and other vegetables.  We saw people bagging pasta from a huge box into smaller 
boxes.  We saw inside one of the trucks that ship food around the State.  It was fun!  Thanks Jay!
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 We thought the “cooler” was smelly.

 The freezer was freezing! 10 below zero!  

It was a fun project. With our bowl money donations, we helped the Food Bank provide 400 meals! And, 
we thank Stern Family for helping us support the Idaho Food Bank!    
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Dylan Rosston, Boise Bicycle Project
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Dylan drew this picture after volunteering for Boise Bicycle Project (BBP). He used his 
money to buy paints for the organization for an upcoming project. Dylan is 4 years 
old. His family will donate two bikes to BBP during its bike drive. BBP promotes safe 
bicycle riding in Boise and surrounding areas by fixing up used bikes for kids who 
cannot afford them and giving them helmets and other safety equipment for riding. 
www.boisebicycleproject.org
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Caleb, Dallin, Holly, James, Lucy, Olivia, Pierson, Ryan, Tobias, and William Despain, 
Wellspring Counseling Clinic
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PIERSON DESPAIN

HOLLY DESPAIN
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Joseph, Joshua, Lucas, and Mia Sutphin, Wellspring Counseling Clinic
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DESPAIN, MAHONEY, AND SUTPHIN CLAN LETTER WRITERS
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Brianna, Carter, and Lauren Mahoney, Wellspring Counseling Clinic
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DESPAIN, MAHONEY, AND SUTPHIN CLAN LETTER WRITERS
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Enzo, Hendrick, and Jaxon Ball, Wellspring Counseling Clinic
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Olivia Gregorio, Rawlins Middle School Choir Program
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August 1, 2019

Dear Stern Project Family,

I am Olivia Gregorio I am 18 years old I will be going to Laramie County Community College in the 

fall for my first semester of college to try to major in business.. My Grandma Jan works at Holland 

and Hart and she is amazing! I love her more than she will ever know.  This year I have gotten to 

volunteer more at my church with teaching 1st grade, I took over that class this last year because my 

other grandmother got sick and couldn’t do it anymore. I was also a part of our youth group as well.  

I graduated from Wyoming Connections Academy, which is a home schooling program.  I also have 

a summer job working for the city with maintenance of the golf course. It is a rewarding job, as long 

as I don’t get hit by flying golf balls!

I want to say thanks for always helping me with projects that I ask you to help with, this 

will be my last letter that I get to write since I am getting too old, or rather am 18 now.  The place 

I want to help is Rawlins Middle School choir program.  My oldest brother Andrew got his first 

teaching job there and he doesn’t have a huge budget to buy sheet music and headphones to teach 

them how to sing well, and play the piano while he inspires them to play and learn.  I know that 

without music, my life would be pretty boring and my brother is going to get the opportunity to 

teach them, lead them and guide them.  So for this year I would like to ask that the donation be giv-

en to this program to help the kids have better tools to help them achieve their dreams and expand 

their minds.

Here is the address to be able to reach them:

Carbon County School District #1

Attn: Principal Ryan Searle and 

& Andrew Miller (choir teacher)

1001 East Brooks

Rawlins WY 82301

Thanks for all you do, Olivia Gregorio
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Dana, Ethan, and Miriam Wald, Dumb Friends League
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Dana, Ethan, and Miriam Wald, Dumb Friends League
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Cecelia and John Dill, Achilles Denver
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Cooper and Quinn Van Bockern, Foothills Animal Shelter
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Emma, Grace, and Nicholas Maxwell, Gracefull Cafe
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August 25, 2019 
Dear Stern Summer Scholarship Foundation, 

Our names our Emma, Grace and Nicholas and we would like you to please consider the GraceFull café for the 2019 
Stern Summer Scholarship awards.   We met with Julie Hall, Administrative and Community Development Assistant for 
the GraceFull Foundation. 

The first thing that we noticed when we walked into the GraceFull Café was that it did not have a ‘soup kitchen’ feeling 
to it at all. The old home, which was converted into a restaurant, is clean, decorated, and stylish. It appears to be just 
another trendy little café. As soon as you look past the café itself, however, you see that there is much more to this 
restaurant than meets the eye. The people you see in the café are what make it so unique. When we were at the café, 
we saw people of all kinds: all ages and demographics, all economic classes and backgrounds. The GraceFull Café has a 
diversity that you can’t find anywhere else in Littleton Colorado. Although everyone in the café is drastically different, 
there is not sense of separation. Instead, there is a sense of unity. The GraceFull Café, through their generous philosophy 
and dedication to service, has found a way to bring all people together, no matter who they are. How do they do it? 
Through one of the few things that all human beings have in common: our need for food.  

GraceFull café has been open for three years. During those years they have fed all kinds of people, and around sixty 
customers a day get free meals. The cost of one meal is about 9 dollars, if you can afford it. If you can’t, you either get it 
for less or free (you just pay what you can).  GraceFull knows many partners around the area to help the homeless, like 
food banks or shelters. GraceFull gets about 6 volunteers a day. They only have about 3 people who get paid.  GraceFull 
café regularly partners with churches and other charitable organizations to provide free community meals—bringing 
everyone together. 

The food the serve is really good.  Our family stayed and ordered lunch.  It was healthy and a reasonable portion that 
was easy to finish, reducing food waste dramatically.  We left a tip and all tips go directly to the nonprofit to help fund 
more meals for those in need.  The waitress, counter staff, and assistant chef were all volunteers.  If you order a coffee 
or tea you choose a ceramic mug from a shelf to drink it from; another effort to eliminate waste.  There is seating inside 
and outside with mixed matched chairs and tables.  There are beautiful wooden boxes in the entry way that homeless 
people can use to store their backpacks and belongings.  They have lots of pamphlets and referral material to help 
people in need.  They also have a little free library in the front.  The café and staff are incredibly welcoming.  They take 
the time to get to know their “regular customers” who come in for free or reduced meals.  There is no sense of 
judgement there.  Everyone is just there to eat—that’s all.  GraceFull café works hard to partner with the community to 
make are town welcoming for everyone. 

Thank you so much for taking the time to read this and for supporting GraceFull Café.  I know your donation will be put 
to very good use.  For more information, please visit their website http://gracefullcafe.com. 

Sincerely, 
Emma Maxwell(18), Grace Maxwell(16), and Nicholas Maxwell (11) 
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Grace and Jackson Malone, La Puente
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Isabella Bacigalupo, Girls in STEM Denver dba STEMblazers
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Dear Stern Family,  
 
For the Stern Family Summer Project, my children Isabella and Noah Bacigalupo donated to 
Girls in STEM Denver dba STEMblazers and Second Wind Fund. Their letters and photos are 
attached. 
 
Girls in STEM Denver dba STEMblazers 
Girls in STEM Denver dba STEMblazers is a non-profit that provides STEM education and 
opportunities to middle school and high school girls.  
 
Isabella, age 9, interviewed a female engineer about her STEM career. The video of the 
interview will be put on social media and shared with middle school and high school girls so that 
they can learn about an engineering career and phenomenal STEM mentor and figure. Isabella 
also put up fliers to advertise for a fundraising mocktail social where Jill Tietjen, a registered 
professional engineer who has been inducted into Colorado Women’s Author’s Hall of Fame, 
will be the keynote speaker. Isabella learned that it is important to share science and engineering 
with other girls who may not have STEM exposure in their lives. 
 
Second Wind Fund 
Second Wind Fund is a statewide suicide prevention non-profit organization that pays for 
treatment services for children. Second Wind was formed after four Green Mountain High 
School students committed suicide in a 9-month period. There are increasing and historically 
high rates of suicide in Colorado. Therapy sessions provided by experienced providers are most 
effective in preventing suicide.  
 
Noah, age 7, donated his time by handing out fliers for the Second Wind Fund 5K run/walk. 
Every year, Noah attends the 5K run/walk with his family. Noah understands how important it is 
to make sure that children have access to medical treatment and supports this organization for 
making that happen. 
 
 
Contact information: 
 
Wendy Merchant (check payable to Girls in STEM) 
Girls in STEM Denver dba STEMblazers 
9249 S. Broadway #200-266 
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129 
https://www.stemblazers.org/ 
 
Chris Weiss 
Second Wind Fund, Inc. 
899 Logan Street, Suite 208 
Denver, CO 80203 
www.thesecondwindfund.org 
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Noah Bacigalupo, Second Wind Fund
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